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ren of God, and he must still endeavour to heap coals of fire on their heads. Cromwell, whose heart " yearned after the godly in Scotland," began now a new set of expostulations, directed particularly to the ministers whose influence had frustrated his appeals to the nation. He charged them with pretending a reformation and laying the foundation of it in getting worldly power for themselves ; with perverting the Covenant to serve secular ends; with claiming infallibility for their doctrine just as the Pope did. Their claim to control the civil government he dismissed with few words. " We look on ministers as helpers of, not lords over, God's people." Then he refuted with like vigour the claim of the Kirk to prohibit dissent in order to prevent heresy.
"Your pretended fear lest error should step in, is like the man who would keep all wine out of the country, lest men should be drunk. It will be found an unjust and unwise jealousy to deprive a man of his natural liberty upon a supposition he may abuse it. When he doth abuse it, judge.'*
Finally, he rebuked them for their hypocrisy and their blindness. Was it not hypocritical " to pretend to cry down all Malignants, and yet to receive and set up the head of them, and to act for the kingdom of Christ in his name ? " Was it not blindness to shut their eyes to the meaning of their late defeat? God had given judgment in their controversy at Dunbar, and they refused to see it. " Did not you solemnly appeal and pray ? Did not we do so too ? And ought not you and we to think with